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Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings from ProBono India ! 
 
It gives me immense pleasure to present first issue of SocioLegally Yours !, a 
quarterly magazine published by ProBono India. Magazine will cover 
activities of ProBono India, ProBono legal initiatives around the world, 
articles, case study, important judgements, interview, book review, 
unknown law, socio-legal photo, cartoon. 
 
Other innovative, thought provoking segments are welcome and may be 
included in upcoming issues. 
 
We would be happy to hear from you. Do send your 
comments/suggestions/views to probono.in@gmail.com  

 
 

SocioLegally Yours ! 
 
Dr. Kalpeshkumar  L Gupta 
Editor in Chief – SocioLegally Yours ! 
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About ProBono India 
 
Society and Law both are interlinked area of study. We cannot imagine a 
society without law/rules/regulations. There are various problems in the 
society and to handle those situations effectively we need proper laws. Law 
plays very crucial role in social transformation in any country. Looking at 
various problems in the society, many laws have been enacted to cope up 
with the variety of situations. There are various laws but many are not 
aware about those. To address this situation we need legal awareness 
activities in the society. On the other side there are some marginalised 
people who cannot afford to hire a lawyer for legal advice or filing a case. 
Legal Aid service is needed to serve these kind of people. Many 
institutions/organizations have been set up which are engaged in various 
legal aid/awareness activities, some of these activities are highlighted in 
different way through different mediums but some don’t come into the 
limelight. 
 
Looking at these situations ProBono India has been established. ProBono 
India is mentored by N S Raghavan Centre for Entrepreneurial Learning, 
Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore. 
 
Vision  
 
Integrate Legal Aid and Legal Awareness Initiatives. 
 
Mission 
 
To provide the legal aid, conduct legal awareness activities, disseminate 
legal aid, legal awareness activities of various organizations of the world and 
conduct research overall aspects of legal aid and legal awareness. 
 
Objectives of ProBono India 
 
Followings are the objectives of the ProBono India 
 

- Disseminate Legal Aid activities of various organization/institutions 
around the world and its best, innovative practices. 

Preface 
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National Law 
Universities 

Government 
Dept./Ministries 

State/National 
Level 

NGOs/Orgs. 

Lawyers/ 
Experts 

National/State 
Legal Service 

Authority 

Think Tanks/ 
Research Centres 

International 
NGOs/Orgs 

Law  
Colleges/Dept. 

- Conducting legal aid activities/awareness programmes/workshops. 
Collaboration with various institutions, organizations, ngo for these 
activities. 

- Research work on Socio-Legal Issues in India and in other country. 
- Case Studies on different organizations/institutions involved in legal 

aid/awareness activities. 
- Any other matter incidental thereto. 
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Integrate Legal Aid and Legal Awareness Initiatives. 
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1. 1st Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam National Legal Essay Competition - 2016 
 
ProBono India launched the 1st Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam National Legal Essay 
Competition – 2016 in association with Skillfull India (An Initiative of Vision 
for Tomorrow Charitable Trust, NGO) in October 2016. Theme for the 
competition was Legal Education in India : Issues & Challenges. We received 
very good responses from all over the India. We received total 35 entries 
across the India. Following is the result of the competition. 
  
Congratulations to all the winners ! 
 
 
 

   
 

First Position 
 

Tanya Bhilware 
University of Petroleum 

& Energy Studies, 
Dehradoon 

 
Second Position 

 
Faterza Ghazal 

JIMS (School of Law) 
Noida 

 
Third Position 

 
R. Vigneshwaran 

Tamilnadu National Law 
School, Tiruchirappalli 

 
 
 
 

List of Top 10 Candidates 
 

Rank Name Affiliation 

1 
Tanya Bhilware 

 
University of Petroleum and Energy 

Studies, Dehradun 

2 
Faterza Ghazal 

 
JIMS (School of Law), affiliated to 

GGSIPU, Greater Noida 

3 
R. Vigneshwaran 

 
Tamilnadu National Law School, 

Tiruchirappalli 

ProBono India Activities 
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4 Prasudha S. 
The Kerala Law Academy Law College 

Thiruvananthpuram 

5 Anakha K Vijay 
National University of Advanced Legal 

Studies, Kochi 

6 Kush Kalra Kurukshetra University 

7 Aishwarya H Singh Banasthali University, Rajasthan 

8 Mohammad Atif Ahmad 
Delhi Metropolitan Education, 

G.G.S.I.P University 

9 Arushi Pandey 
University of Petroleum and Energy 

Studies, Dehradun 

10 Diksha Yadav 
Raffles University, Neemrana, Alwar, 

Rajasthan 
 
 
2. 1st Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam International Socio-Legal Film Making 
Competition - 2017 
 
ProBono India launched the 1st Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam International Socio-
Legal Film Making Competition – 2017 in association with Kamendu Joshi 
and Associates, Lawyers, Corporate Attorneys & Legal Consultants in 
January 2017. (Fore more details please see link http://probono-
india.in/event.php?id=2)  
 
3. India’s largest Right to Information Awareness Initiative at National 
Book Fair, Surat, Gujarat, January 25-29, 2017 
 
RTI Helpine (93766 33301) Surat initiated India’s biggest Right to 
Information Awareness initiative at National Book Fair, Surat, Gujarat. 
ProBono India whole heartedly supported the initiative and extended all 
support required. RTI Helpline has been conducting RTI awareness activities 
since 2010 and RTI Awareness Stall since 2014. 
 
More than 4.5 Lakh people visited the book fair, out of which more than 3 
Lakh visited the RTI stall. 90% of the people did not know about RTI. 
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For more photos please see links       
          https://www.flickr.com/photos/kalpeshkumargupta/  
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4. Dr. Kalpeshkumar L Gupta, Founder presented idea of ProBono India 
at Competition on Start Up Ventures in The Domain of Law organised 
by Gujarat National Law University, Gandhinagar, Gujarat, India on 
February 18, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. RTI Seminar at Heritage Group of Institutions, Kolkatta, West Bengal 
 
Dr. Kalpeshkumar L Gupta, Founder presented the seminar on Right to 
Information Act at Heritage Group of Institutions, Kolkatta, West Bengal on 
February 24, 2017. Around 350 students comprising of MBA and LL.B. 
attended the said event. 
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6. ProBono team members, interns, campus ambassadors 
 
ProBono team members, interns, campus ambassadors were involved in 
various activities like spreading legal awareness, writing papers, articles, 
blog, making documentaries etc. Kindly visit website and facebook page for 
their activities. 
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India 
 
GNLU NCW Successfully Completed Second Phase of Legal Awareness 
Programme for Rural Women on 18-19 November 2016. 
 
GNLU centre for Law and Society in collaboration with the National 
Commission for Women successfully organised second phase of legal 
awareness programme on November 18-19, 2016 at Palaj village and 
Dehgam Taluka of Gandhinagar district. The programme familiarised the 
rural women with their rights and obligations and to provide them with 
information, which would allow them to assert their rights effectively. 
 
Source :- http://www.gnlu.ac.in/news-inner.php?newsId=501  

---------- 
HC judge advocates for legal awareness campaign in schools. 
 
National Legal Service Authrotiy (NALSA) should highlight the services 
offered by judiciary to public at large by showing small documentaries in 
schools and other public places. 
 
Source :- http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/hc-judge-advocates-for-legal-awareness-
campaign-in-schools/1/518801.html 

---------- 
TransForm: National Conference on Transgender Rights and Law 
 
On the 14th and 15th of December 2016, the Centre for Law and Policy 
Research, Bangalore held a conference titled ‘TransForm: Transgender 
Rights and Law’ at the Indian Institute for Human Settlements. The 
conference aimed to deconstruct the complex and multi-layered experience 
of marginality and exclusion within the transgender movement. It raised 
issues concerning gender identity as well as disability and caste 
compounding social discrimination while critically examining these 
intersectionalities. This National Conference also hoped to engage and 
extend the boundaries of the current discourse on the rights of transgender 
persons and the law.  It further intended to explore how law impacts the 
lives of transgender persons and how rights may be articulated within the 
complex discourse of gender identity in order to fulfill the transformative 
promise of NALSA. 
 

ProBono Legal Initiatives Around the World 
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http://clpr.org.in/transform/ 

---------- 
Guest Lecture by Justice Dr. S. Muralidhar : The Evolution of Legal Aid 
Movement in India. 
 
NALSAR Lecture Series on Constitutionalism hosted Justice Dr. S. 
Muralidhar, Judge, Delhi High Court on the 11th of February, 2017 at the 
R.N. Jhunjhunwala Conference Hall at NALSAR University of Law, 
Hyderabad, to present the 12th Gutta Sri Rama Rao. 
He spoke on the topic ‘Evolution of Legal Aid Movement in India’. Justice 
Muralidhar is best known for his pro bono work including the cases for the 
victims of the Bhopal Gas Disaster and those displaced by the dams on the 
Narmada river. He was appointed amicus curiae by the Supreme Court in 
several PIL cases and in cases involving convicts on the death row. He was 
appointed a judge at the Delhi High Court in 2006. We also know him for 
his significant contribution to the decision of the Delhi High Court in the 
‘Naz Foundation’ decision. 

 
Source :- http://www.livelaw.in/guest-lecture-justice-dr-s-muralidhar-evolution-legal-aid-
movement-india/ 

---------- 
Seeking legal aid at Supreme Court becomes easier for middle 
class, poor 
 
The Supreme Court has made it easier for the people of middle and lower 
income groups to approach it to avail legal aid, an official said on Thursday. 
The Middle Income Group Scheme, introduced by the Supreme Court, is 
self-supporting and people whose gross income does not exceed Rs 60,000 
per month or Rs 7,50,000 per annum can now avail its services, an official 
release here said. A sum of Rs 500 shall be payable to the Supreme Court 
Middle Income Group Legal Aid Society and a stipulated fee as per the 
schedule attached to the scheme. The release said that a case will be 
registered under the MIG Legal Aid Scheme and forwarded to Advocate-on-
Record/Arguing Counsel/Senior Counsel on the panel for their opinion. 
 
Source :- http://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/seeking-legal-aid-at-supreme-
court-becomes-easier-for-middle-class-poor/554552/ 

---------- 
ILNU professor files public grievance for setting up a recreational area. 
 
Prof. (Dr.) Rohit Moonka, Assistant Professor, Institute of Law filed a public 
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grievance on the Public Grievance portal of Government of India last year 
regarding the requirement of a public park/recreational area in the Gota 
area of Ahmedabad district. The locality had no public parks/recreational 
area due to which the public was facing a lot of problems and though, the 
locality has developed in the past few areas, no such areas came up. 

 
Source :- http://www.livelaw.in/ilnu-professor-files-public-grievance-setting-recreational-
area/ 

---------- 
Rape victim's family to get free legal aid 

Gurugram-based NGO Frishtey will provide free legal aid to the family of a 
10-year-old girl who was gang-raped and murdered by three men. The victim 
was lured and abducted from a slum near Tau Devi Lal Botanical Garden in 
Sector 52 here on January 16 and was found dead in a building under 
construction in Saraswati Kunj on January 24. Gurugram Bar Association 
former President Kulbhushan Bhardwaj, also part of Frishtey, told IANS that 
they decided to provide all legal help to the family without charging money. 

Source :- http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/rape-victim-s-family-to-
get-free-legal-aid-117021600892_1.html 

---------- 
'India ought to have a robust legal aid system' 
 
Legal aid in India is needed. Well, you don't have a right to get a good lawyer 
to sue your case. That's wrong. It's a bad thing to see. It was for a long time 
the rule in England rather than the exception. If you were not very rich, you 
could not afford to bring a libel action. Then in the old days there was no 
legal aid. Legal aid will help the poor and the rich equally. Legal aid should 
be prioritised. 
 
Source: - 
https://www.telegraphindia.com/1151218/jsp/calcutta/story_59067.jsp#.WPwSjIiGPIW  

---------- 
 
iProbono celebrated ProBono Week at NLU Delhi 
 
iProbono and National Law University, Delhi organised the first ever Pro 
Bono Week, from February 19 to 23 in Delhi. The Pro Bono Week is aimed at 
introducing law students to the practice and scope of pro bono legal work. 
During the Pro Bono Week, law students will get an opportunity to 
participate in panel discussions with seasoned lawyers, attend workshops 
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on a variety of themes specific to pro bono law, attend a movie screening 
and be part of a theater workshop to equip them with the skills to think 
about their role as a pro bono lawyer critically and sensitively. 

 
Source: - https://www.i-probono.com/  

---------- 
National Lok Adalat: 3.5 lakh cases settled across country 
 
About 3.5 lakh cases were today settled in the National Lok Adalats held at 
all levels ranging from district to high courts across the country. The 
National Lok Adalat, organised by the National Legal Services Authority 
(NALSA) along with the respective State Legal Services Authorities, dealt 
with cases ranging from criminal, compoundable, recovery, cheque bounce, 
motor accident claims, family and matrimonial disputes, labour disputes, 
land acquisition, sales tax, income tax and others. 
 
Source :- http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/national-lok-adalat-3-5-
lakh-cases-settled-across-country-117021100824_1.html 

---------- 
Legal aid clinics unlock rights for Indian trafficking victims 
 
The stark, storefront office seems a strange new addition to a quiet street in 
the western Indian city of Thane, nestled among traditional grocery stores 
and a men's hair salon. But this 'legal aid clinic' is India's latest effort to 
inform trafficking victims of their rights after liberation from the sex trade. 
"Most victims assume there is no justice system for the poor and continue to 
struggle after their rescue," said Michael Yangad of the campaign group 
International Justice Mission. Yangad's non-profit organisation set up the 
clinic with a local judicial body, the District Legal Services Authority. 

Source :- http://news.trust.org/item/20170208155755-1i53e/?source=hpbreaking 

---------- 
Citizen’s Whistleblowers Forum Launched, Justice A.P Shah Chairman. 
 
In the absence of a credible authority for engaging with whistleblowers, a 
Citizen’s Whistleblower Forum has been established under the 
Chairmanship of Justice (Retd.) A.P. Shah. It aims to encourage 
whistleblowers to send in their complaints to it, with the same being 
examined and important cases being taken up with appropriate authorities. 
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Source :- http://www.livelaw.in/citizens-whistleblowers-forum-launched-justice-p-shah-
chairman/#.WJnUDPLHQQs.facebook 

---------- 
Whistle for Public Interest conducted workshop on RTI at Amity Law 
School 
 
Paras Jain, young advocate and well-known for his activism conducted 
workshop on RTI in his alma mater Amity Law School, Noida 
 
Source: - 
https://www.facebook.com/231857850482980/photos/a.237427503259348.1073741829.
231857850482980/407988099536620/?type=3&theater 

---------- 
Para Legal Volunteers Training for Student of Law Centre-I, Delhi 
University 
 
DSLSA organised PLV Training for Student of Law Centre-I on 20th and 
21st January, 2017 at Moot Court Hall, Umang Bhawan, Faculty of Law 
(New Building), University of Delhi 
 
Source :- http://dslsa.org/2017/01/20/para-legal-volunteers-training-for-student-of-law-
centre-i-delhi-university/ 

---------- 
Special Lecture on "LGBT Community and their Legal Rights" 
 
The GNLU Centre for Law and Society organized a Special Guest Lecture on 
‘LGBT Community and their Legal Rights’ on April 18, 2016, Monday. The 
lecture was delivered by Mr. Manvendra Singh Gohil, Chairperson of the 
Lakshya Trust Foundation which works for and with the LGBT Community. 
Mr. Gohil is an openly gay Indian male whose story of coming out had made 
headlines in 2006 by virtue of his being the son and probable heir of the 
Maharaja of Rajpipla in Gujarat 
 
Source :- http://gnlucls.weebly.com/home/special-lecture-on-lgbt-community-and-their-
legal-rights 

---------- 
Pick Up Social Justice Litigation As A Career After Law School. 
 
Sr. Advocate Colin Gonsalves. Senior Supreme Court Lawyer and Founder-
Director of Human Rights Law Network Dr. Colin Gonsalves, called upon the 
young fraternity of law students to pick up social justice litigation as a 
career after their law school. On the occasion of 68th Republic Day, Nyaya 
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Forum for Courtroom Lawyering, a students’ initiative at NALSAR University 
of Law hosted Dr. Colin Gonsalves, He delivered a talk on “Human Rights 
and Courts” to a gathering of roughly 150 students and faculty members at 
the packed MK Nambyar SAARC Law Centre. Students from Symbiosis Law 
School Hyderabad also attended the public talk.  The Vice-Chancellor, Prof. 
(Dr.) Faizan Mustafa was in attendance as well. 
 
Source: - http://www.livelaw.in/pick-social-justice-litigation-career-law-school-sr-
advocate-colin-gonsalves-watch-video/ 

---------- 
Little faith in ‘free’ counsel, crores go down the drain 
 
A pioneering study on Delhi's legal aid system reveals that lack of 
commitment and competence of lawyers has badly hit a programme that 
receives crores of rupees from the government. The empirical study, funded 
by University Grants Commission (UGC), shows that a majority of those who 
avail legal aid opt for it out of compulsion and have little faith in 
the counsel provided under the scheme. Statutory bodies such as National 
Legal Services Authority (NALSA) and Delhi State Legal Services Authority 
(DSLSA) have been set up to ensure access to poor litigants who can't afford 
a private lawyer. The study, authored by National Law University 
Delhi (NLUD) professor Jeet Singh Mann, focused on "Impact Analysis of 
legal Aid Services provided by the Legal Aid Counsels on the Legal Aid 
System in City of Delhi". 
 
Source :- http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/little-faith-in-free-counsel-crores-
go-down-the-drain/articleshow/57760960.cms  

 
 
International 
 
$8 million needed for legal aid 
 
Western Australia’s peak association for lawyers has called on the state’s 
political parties to commit at least an additional $8 million to legal 
assistance services ahead of the March 11 election. The Law Society of 
Western Australia says a funding boost of that magnitude is needed to 
adequately sustain a sector currently facing increasing demand pressure, 
following the federal government’s decision to cut $30 million from 
Community Legal Centres, starting July 2017. 
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Source :- https://www.businessnews.com.au/article/8m-needed-for-legal-aid 

---------- 
 
Access to Justice & Legal Remedies in the context legal framework, 
Turkey 
 
The endorsement of the Law on Foreigners and International Protection 
(LFIP) in April 2014 introduced a specific provision reinforcing access to 
justice and legal remedies, including pro bono legal assistance for asylum 
applicants and refugees as well as judiciary review by the Administrative 
and Magistrate Courts in the appeals procedure. The LFIP is complemented 
by other legislation already recognizing the right to legal aid for persons 
seeking international protection in Turkey. 
 
Source :- http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/turkey-legal-aid-external-update-january-
2017 

---------- 
The Trump budget: Keep civil legal aid off the chopping block 
 
In 2016, millions more dollars were spent on Halloween costumes for pets 
than on legal aid for the poor. Early drafts indicate that the Trump 
administration’s forthcoming budget may propose the elimination of the 
primary funding agency for civil legal aid in this country. Far from being a 
prudent candidate for elimination, legal aid is a government initiative that 
promotes individual empowerment and self-reliance — two values that 
loomed large in President Trump’s campaign and still garner support across 
the partisan divide. A populist focus on American greatness should bring a 
renewed commitment to remedy our nation’s scandalous failure to provide 
the working poor with meaningful access to our civil justice system. 

Source :- http://www.startribune.com/the-trump-budget-keep-civil-legal-aid-off-the-
chopping-block/414912594/ 

---------- 
Legal Aid Board funded to recruit 15 staff for international protection 
needs 
 
Funding for fifteen additional full-time staff members was provided to 
the Legal Aid Board to support with the implementation of the International 
Protection Act 2015. Independent TD Catherine Connolly asked Justice 
Minister Frances Fitzgerald what resources have been made available to the 
Board to assist asylum seekers with lengthy new application forms which 
were sent out this month. The Movement of Asylum Seekers in 
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Ireland (MASI) has said that free legal advice services are being overwhelmed 
by calls from around 3,000 asylum seekers who received the new forms this 
month. 
 
Source:- http://www.irishlegal.com/6705/legal-aid-board-funded-to-recruit-15-staff-for-
international-protection-needs/ 

---------- 
Federal cuts would target civil legal aid for poor 
 
Funds for low-income people seeking legal help in civil cases — such as 
those involving domestic violence protection from abuse orders, child 
custody issues, evictions, mortgage foreclosures, utility shut-offs, and 
access to public benefits — could potentially become scarcer. According to 
several reports, President Donald Trump’s budget proposal could eliminate 
the Legal Services Corporation, the largest funder of civil legal assistance for 
low-income Americans. Locally, legal services funds go to the Neighborhood 
Legal Services Association, Southwestern Pennsylvania Legal Services, Inc. 
and Laurel Legal Services, Inc. 

Source :- http://www.post-gazette.com/news/nation/2017/02/27/Donald-Trum-budget-
federal-cuts-would-target-civil-legal-aid-for-poor/stories/201702270003 

---------- 
Legal aid reforms scrapped by Michael Gove 
 
A major reform of the legal aid system in England and Wales has been 
scrapped, the justice secretary has announced. Plans to slash the number of 
law firms allowed to do criminal legal aid work at police stations and 
magistrates' courts have been dropped, while an 8.75% cut to legal aid fees 
lawyers earn has been suspended for a year. Michael Gove said the MoJ had 
faced too many legal challenges over the plans. 
 
Source :- http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-35432581 

---------- 
Monday’s Lead Letter: Legal Aid is good for the economy 
 
Most lawyers are familiar with the positive impact of legal aid on low-income 
families, but there is powerful evidence that legal aid also benefits the 
economy. A new study commissioned by The Florida Bar Foundation found 
that every dollar invested in civil legal aid organizations by the Foundation, 
donors and other sources resulted in more than $7 in economic impacts in 
2015. 
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Source :- http://jacksonville.com/opinion/letters-readers/2017-02-24/monday-s-lead-
letter-legal-aid-good-economy 

---------- 
Scottish legal aid system ‘needs urgent overhaul’ 
 

People in Scotland relying on legal aid to help them may soon be unable to 
find a solicitor because many law firms simply can’t afford to carry out legal 
aid work. These are the findings of a new independent report, published 
today, 22 February. The report The Financial Health of Legal Aid Firms in 
Scotland is the first of its kind and presents a picture of a legal aid system 
under increasing pressure. The independent research, carried out by 
Otterburn Legal Consulting for the Law Society of Scotland, has shown that 
some of Scotland’s smallest legal aid law firms are carrying out legal aid 
work at a loss and are at serious risk of being unable to offer legal aid work. 

Source :- http://www.lawscot.org.uk/news/2017/02/legal-aid-financial-health-report/ 

---------- 
2016 European Pro Bono Awards 
 
On November 17, PILnet announced the recipients of this year’s European 
Pro Bono Awards in a ceremony held as part of the 10th Annual European 
Pro Bono Forum. Reed Smith received the Exemplary Partnership in the 
Public Interest Award for its work with Greek NGO METAdrasi, the 
Romanian NGO ACTEDO received the Award for Local Pro Bono Impact, 
and Intigam Aliyev received the newly established European Publico Award. 
 
Source:-http://www.pilnet.org/project-updates/271-2016-european-pro-bono-awards.html 

---------- 
‘National first’ legal aid rolled out 
 
A new technological initiative has hit South Australia in an attempt to curb 
the state’s demand for legal aid. The Legal Services Commission of South 
Australia has responded to a record number of legal aid applications in 
2016 by rolling out what it says is Australia’s first online legal aid 
application for clients. “We are going paperless in other key areas as well. 
Faced with rising postal costs, we have ended our snail mail deliveries to 
lawyers.” Legal Services Commission of South Australia director Gabrielle 
Canny said. 
 
Source :- http://www.lawyersweekly.com.au/news/20539-national-first-legal-aid-rolled-out 

---------- 
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Legal Services Commission of SA unveils Australian-first online 
application form for legal aid 
 
SOUTH Australians facing court for anything from fencing disputes and 
divorce to major criminal trials can now apply for legal aid online — and 
from any digital device. In a national first, the Legal Services Commission 
has unveiled its online legal aid application form for persons going before 
the justice system. While online application forms are used interstate, they 
are only available to qualified practitioners — in SA, anyone can now seek 
legal funding from their computer, tablet or phone. 

Source :- http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/national/legal-services-commission-of-sa-
unveils-australianfirst-online-application-form-for-legal-aid/news-
story/870854ca5f50867a6910a97d5e737184 

---------- 
Gov. Rick Scott ignores legal aid for Floridians 

This past week, Gov. Rick Scott unveiled his budget proposal for the year 
that begins July 1. We recounted some, but not all, of the highlights and 
lowlights in this space on Saturday. Here's another lowlight: While the 
governor's proposal called for spending $83.5 billion, a record amount, he 
couldn't spare a dime for legal assistance for Floridians who can't afford to 
hire lawyers in civil court, where noncriminal cases are handled. 

Source :- http://www.sun-sentinel.com/opinion/editorials/fl-editorial-legal-assistance-
20170206-story.html 

---------- 
Local lawyers help create website to provide legal aid to immigrants at 
airports 
 
A group of lawyers has tapped into technology to make sure that immigrants 
and families waiting for them at airports around the country have access to 
free legal help when they need it. A website launched Monday, 
called airportlawyer.org, collects information about travelers and sends it 
securely to volunteer lawyers near airports, who can then help clients on the 
ground. The site, created by Seattle-area lawyers and New York legal 
software company Neota Logic, was spurred by President Trump’s recent 
executive order, said Tacoma immigration lawyer Greg McLawsen, who was 
involved in creation of the website. 

Source :- http://www.seattletimes.com/business/technology/local-lawyers-help-create-
website-to-provide-legal-aid-to-immigrants-at-airports/ 

---------- 
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Legal Aid Justice Center, Law School to launch pro bono clinic 
 
Over winter break, nine law students from the University’s School of Law 
volunteered at the Legal Aid Justice Center, which will be launching a new 
pro bono clinic this coming semester. The Civil Rights Litigation Pro Bono 
Clinic is a partnership between the Law School and Charlottesville’s Legal 
Aid Justice Center. “We’re always looking to elevate our cases to make a big 
impact that will help as many people as we can,” said Mario Salas, an 
attorney at the Legal Aid Justice Center who is working with the Civil Rights 
Pro Bono Clinic. 
 
Source: - http://www.cavalierdaily.com/article/2017/02/legal-aid-justice-center-to-
launch-pro-bono-law-clinic 

---------- 
Access to justice and legal aid 
 
According to a report titled Understanding the Informal Justice System: 
Opportunities and Possibilities for Legal Pluralism in Pakistan (2015), 98.2 
per cent of respondents in a survey opined that the poor and lower classes 
do not have access to justice in the formal justice system. In the same 
survey, 42.8pc felt that women and 25.2pc that landless peasants and 
agricultural labourers similarly lack access. One of the reasons for limited 
access to the formal justice system, as perceived by half the respondents, is 
the high legal fees charged by lawyers. 
 
Source :- https://www.dawn.com/news/1301948 

-------------- 
Canbera lawyer Stephen Stubbs jailed after billing client’s mother 
$25,000 in Legal Aid Case 
 
A Canberra lawyer has been labelled "thoroughly dishonest" and sentenced 
to a three-year jail term for charging private fees in a Legal Aid case. 
 
Source :- http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-02/lawyer-who-took-$25k-from-client-
and-received-legal-aid-jailed/8318328  

-------------- 
 
For more news please follow 
http://probono-india.in/probono-news.php 
https://www.facebook.com/ProBono.Law/  
https://twitter.com/probonoindia  
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Her Rights, Our Choice: A Socio Legal analysis of Surrogacy Bill 2016 

By – Nabeela Siddiqui (Director – Research & Publication) 

“I hate to hear you talk about all women as if they were fine ladies instead of 
rational creatures. None of us want to be in calm waters all our lives.”  

― Jane Austen, ‘Persuasion’ 

Malinowski defined ‘marriage’ as a contract for the production and 
maintenance of children. Almost all the social scientists of the world would 
affirm procreation, as one of the most and sometimes also the sole function 
of the institution of marriage. As a student of Law, one might term it as a 
‘legitimate expectation’ in the Indian societal setting, by the partner and also 
the family. 

But not all women are capable to conceive and bring a child for several 
reasons such as, the failure of the embryo to implant, repetitive 
miscarriages, pelvic disorder, hysterectomy, high blood pressure, liver and 
heart diseases.1 In such cases, the only way is to go either for adoption or 
ART.1 

Understanding Surrogacy from the lens of a basic Contract Law formula, we 
have The Reproductive Technology Council that provides for a crisp 
definition of ‘Surrogacy arrangement’ and ‘parties to a surrogacy 
arrangement’. 2  Therefore according to Artificial Assisted Reproductive 
Technique guidelines ‘A surrogacy arrangement is an arrangement 
whereby a woman agrees to become or attempts to become pregnant and 
bear a child for another person or persons.’ 

Whereas ‘parties to a surrogacy arrangement’, includes -  

Birth mother: The woman who intends to give birth to the child. 

Birth father: The de jure or de facto husband of the birth mother. 

Birth parent(s): It means birth mother, birth father or birth parents, 
whichever is applicable. 

Commissioning parents: The person or persons, who intend(s) to rear the 
child borne by the birth mother. 

Child: The child born as a result of a surrogacy arrangement. After the 
child’s birth, the child is a party to proceedings that affect him/her. 
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Now, the question that any ordinary prudent man might ponder upon would 
be – than what is the hue and cry against such a logically framed rational 
set up? Well, before jumping into the deep blue oceans of agreements and 
disagreements, let us go through a catena of cases that might awaken our 
grey matter to the legal responses quoted worldwide. 

A few famous cases have minted international news, and have assisted to 
case some of the gaps in the local and global governing frameworks seeking 
to manage international surrogacy. The first landmark case was the 1987 
birth of “baby M”, who was the product of traditional (nongestational) 
surrogacy in the US. Mary Beth Whitehead had contracted with William and 
Elizabeth Stern to act as a surrogate mother for them. She was impregnated 
with an embryo (made by her egg fertilized with Stern’s sperm). However, 
after delivering the baby, she sought to keep it as her own, in violation of the 
surrogate contract. The New Jersey Supreme Court ruled that “the 
government could not enforce a contract that orders a fit and loving mother 
to give away her child”.3 

In 2011, a similar case unfolded in the UK when a non-gestational surrogate 
fought to keep the child she had birthed, claiming that she feared for its 
safety once she learned of the commissioning parents’ violent tendencies.4 
Surrogacy contracts are legal in the UK, but are not necessarily legally 
binding in court. Much like the case of M, family courts seek to rule in the 
professed pre-eminent interests of the child, regardless of the lucidity of the 
written agreement between the surrogate and clients. 

When India legalized commercial surrogacy in 2002, it acted as a catalyst to 
a booming industry of foreign surrogacy provisions and fertility tourism, 
such so much that commercial surrogacy was banned in 2015. The question 
of foreign surrogacy became especially relevant after the case of “baby 
Manjhi” made national news in India. A Japanese couple used a gestational 
surrogate with a donor egg, but then divorced before the baby was born.5 
The wife (who was not genetically related to the baby) did not want the child, 
but the husband (who was genetically related to the baby) did. However, at 
the time, Japanese law did not recognize surrogacy, and Indian law would 
not allow a single man to adopt a child. The case underlined the extent to 
which adoption and parentage laws continue to be sluggish to adapt to the 
environments presented by the new paradigm of assisted reproduction. None 
of the Indian laws covered whose child the baby (Manji) was: the woman 
who donated the egg, Pritiben, or Yuki Yamada. Furthermore, there was 
even a petition filed later in court that Dr. Patel was running a child 
trafficking racket by abusing the lack of surrogacy laws, and gaining easy 
money by enabling surrogacy. Although the case was determined and Baby 
Manji was given to her grandmother Emiko, this, as well as the booming 
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surrogacy industry, the easy abandonment of children, and the exploitation 
of women who were forced to become surrogates many times in order to 
sustain their family; led to the inevitability of the 2016 bill. 

Now, let us understand the important features of The Surrogacy (Regulation) 
Bill, 20166, which are -  

1.  Surrogacy will not be allowed for – 

Homosexual couples 

Single parents 

Couples in live-in relationships 

Foreigners 

Couples with children 

Attempts at commercial surrogacy 

2. Couple must be married for atleast 5 years. 

3. Either one of couple must have proven infertility. 

4. Only Indian citizens; NRIs are also not included 

5. Age of couple: 23-50 for females and 26-55 for males. 

6. Women can be surrogates only once and a married couple can only have 
one surrogate child. 

7. The couple should employ an “altruistic relative”, i.e. the surrogate 
mother should be a relative who is sympathetic to the situation. 

8. Egg donation is banned. 

Although the bill was made and passed with the intention of averting the 
exploitation, some of the clauses had both the medical community and the 
general public outraged. Firstly, the necessity of only a ‘relative’ being a 
surrogate mother. This confines the possibility of surrogacy to a very large 
extent, especially since most times, surrogacy becomes the very last option a 
couple chooses. One also needs to keep in mind, the stigma attached to 
adoption and the desire of ‘true’ heir (read: male) in Indian societies. The 
idea of “altruistic surrogacy” expressed in the Bill, as has been reported, 
greatly limits both probable surrogate mothers as well as couples wanting 
children: since women can become surrogates only once, and since couples 
who cannot find willing relatives have only one way out – adoption (In other 
countries altruistic surrogacy is allowed but is not limited to relatives, and 
one-time pregnancy). 
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Additionally, egg donations are also banned, perhaps in order to curb child 
trafficking and illegal surrogacy racket. However, again a blanket ban will 
not comfort in this situation. Policies need to be designed and laws need to 
be implemented in such a way that the issue is resolved without censoring 
the entire industry itself. 

Additionally, limiting a woman’s surrogacy choice to only one time is in a 
large way limiting the income of those who survive on this business. Again, 
it comes down to the issue of consent. If a woman willingly consents to being 
a surrogate mother, is assured of a safe delivery; and the baby is assured of 
a safe home, why should she be limited to only one surrogacy? After the 
surrogacy industry boomed, a lot of women were dependent on the same. 
The issue here seems to be the one, which is most argued by Feminists is 
that the woman is “exploited” for her body. And this too, is a reasonable 
issue. However, if she is consenting and is being paid the proper amount, 
then this should not be an issue at all. Similarly, surrogacy laws should be 
fixed out in such a way that there is full consent of the woman in question. 
Here, instead of regulating the ways and policies in which a woman’s 
exploitation is prohibited, what the bill has done is eliminate the idea 
entirely. 

One of the most antagonistic points of the bill is its flagrant ban on 
surrogacy rights of homosexual couples. The government’s apparent 
homophobia has come out in the open. Sushma Swaraj very clearly stated 
that surrogacy for a homosexual is against “Indian ethos”, although 
homosexuality has been constantly mentioned in various Indian texts. Now, 
even though this ban could be construed as a mere following of the law 
(Section 377 against “unnatural” intercourse), this would only make sense if 
heterosexual couples also violating the section were denied surrogacy rights. 
Since there is no way to conclusively find out, this is obviously a huge denial 
of justice to the queer community.  

The bill does seem to do more harm than good. Although formulated to curb 
the exploitation of women and trafficking of children; again, it parades the 
general policy of a state banning and censoring, instead of looking at ways 
to use laws to regulate and improve the condition. Slowly but steadily, the 
government is proving true what was left unsaid all this while: homophobia, 
discrimination towards non-hetero normative relationships, and a 
paternalistic enforcement of cultural norms. This reminds me of a saying by 
Roman Payne, in ‘The Wanderess’, “She was free in her wildness. She was a 
wanderess, a drop of free water. She belonged to no man and to no city”. 
There is no need for the State to be the Big Brother. The bill exhibits a lack 
of understanding, that a woman should be able to make decisions when the 
question is with pertaining to her body. 
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Introduction:  

 

Breakthrough's multimedia campaigns address global issues including 

violence against women, sexuality and HIV/AIDS, and immigrant rights and 

racial justice. Breakthrough envisions a world in which all people enjoy their 

human rights and live with dignity, equality, and justice, with motto “We 

can build this world by making violence and discrimination against women 

and girls unacceptable”.  

Started by Indian-American human rights activist and cultural entrepreneur 

Mallika Dutt founded Breakthrough in 2000 with Mann ke Manjeeré: An 

Album of Women's Dreams, an album and music video on women’s rights. 

Their mission is to prevent violence against women and girls by 

transforming the norms and cultures that enable it. It creates innovative, 

relevant multimedia tools and programs from short animations to long-term 

leadership training that reach individuals and institutions where they are, 

inspiring and equipping them to build a world in which all people live with 

dignity, equality, and justice. 

Case Study 
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Approach: 

 

Breakthrough’s approach is that HUMAN RIGHTS are universal and 

fundamental. More than a matter of oppression in far-off lands, they are 

intrinsic to the way we treat each other in our communities, in our families, 

and in our homes. They use pop culture, multimedia, community 

mobilization, and leadership training to reach people where they are and 

ignite change in the world around them. 

It seeks to make discrimination and violence against women and girls 

unacceptable everywhere and in all its forms, including domestic violence, 

sexual harassment in public spaces, early marriage, and gender-biased sex 

selection. Their mission is to prevent violence against women and girls by 

transforming the norms and cultures that enable it. We carry out this 

mission by building a critical mass of change agents worldwide-the 

Breakthrough Generation-whose bold collective action will deliver 

irreversible impact on the issue of our time. Breakthrough is unique in its 

strategy - that of combining a sophisticated media campaign with grass-

roots community mobilization efforts - to bring issues of human rights to 

mainstream audiences 

 

Campaigns and initiatives: 

 Bell Bajao: It was developed in pro bono partnership with Ogilvy & 

Mather, it is a domestic violence awareness on men and boys to act as 

partners in ending violence against women. Since 2008, Bell Bajao 

has reached more than 130 million people in India through a series of 

popular television advertisements. On March 8, 2013, Breakthrough 

launched Ring the Bell, a global extension of their Bell Bajao 

campaign and involves many celebrities in it to raise awareness. 

 Nation Against Early Marriage: Early marriage is a widespread 

problem in India, and is linked to an array of other gender-based 

issues, including low female education levels, domestic violence, teen 



 
 
 
 
 

Page 29 of 54 
 

maternity, and female disempowerment. Nation Against Early 

Marriage aims to address these challenges through eradicating early 

marriage by promoting healthy gender norms, male-female 

relationships, and acceptance of female sexuality. Breakthrough 

produced public service announcement videos about the harms of 

early marriage. These Hindi-language videos urge fathers to reconsider 

if early marriage is best for their daughter. Breakthrough also 

produced mini-documentaries about girls who were confronted with 

early marriage, which are posted on Breakthrough's website. 

 Gender-biased sex selection (GBSS): It is a result and an expression of 

cultural preference for sons. Son preference, in turn, is an expression 

of deeply rooted and long-held biases against women and girls. These 

biases are related to societal beliefs, norms, and practices that 

position girls as risks and burdens, and less worthy than sons of 

family investment. Bottom line, girls are not valued. These norms and 

practices run deep and their consequences reach far. Effective laws 

and enforcement are needed to combat GBSS, which is illegal in India. 

But Breakthrough believes that to reduce and prevent the practice for 

good, we need culture change. We need to challenge the norms and 

practices that devalue girls. Breakthrough works to inspire and 

support families and communities to stand up and say “Daughters are 

welcome here.” 

 

Some other campaigns: 

 Under domestic violence program were ‘Kanpur village requires 

protection officer’ which focused in the villages near Kanpur (U.P) to 

raise awareness and sensitize people nearby and ‘protection instead 

of compensation’ is to express the pain of victims, as now days it is 

very common that court awarding compensation to the victim and the 

matter is perceived to be resolved, what breakthrough is trying to do is 

raising awareness about the protection and not just compensation.   
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 Under sexual harassment program were ‘#Askingforit’, ‘Board the 

bus ’, ‘#Shareyourstory’, and ‘#Standwithme’ were awareness 

campaigns against sexual harassment, for instance motto of 

#Askingforit is to express that victim is not asking for the 

harassments or she is not permitting the offender to harass her. All 

these campaigns were planned in a way to portray the realities of 

society, how people react and their sentiments towards sexual 

harassment.  

 Under Gender Biased sex selection: ‘Mission Hazaara’ was started to 

raise awareness regarding the illegal sex determination tests and 

discrimination towards female child. 

 Under Early Marriage program: ‘Selfies4school’, ‘Early Marriage’ 

and ‘Mydadmyally’ were introduced to raise awareness against the 

early marriage, breakthrough went to schools, villages, cities and 

raised awareness to stop early marriage customs. 

 

Strategies used: 

 

The five-pronged approach seeks to prevent and combat violence against 

women and effect behaviour change by focusing on changing hearts, minds 

and actions of individuals and other actors to create social change and bring 

human rights home. For Breakthrough, 'individuals and other actors' could 

include a corporate entity, a non-governmental organization, state or other 

community actors, in addition to people who are agents of social change. 

How they Breakthrough? Breakthrough has a five-pronged approach 

through which work towards their vision. These five strategies are highly 

integrated and should be understood as connected to one another at 

multiple levels. Breakthrough, in partnership with others, engages large 

audiences, particularly youth, through the power of attractive, persuasive 

and cutting edge media, popular culture and arts. They combine this use of 

media with on the ground and virtual community mobilization. 



 
 
 
 
 

Page 31 of 54 
 

Breakthrough then makes this approach and the lessons learned available 

to others. By doing this they catalyze broad public engagement, change 

social norms, and influence the public agenda.  

Breakthrough's five pronged strategy includes: 

 Uses media, arts, pop culture, and technology-animations, music 

videos, video games, social media and more-to reach mass audiences 

where they are, challenge norms, and make human rights values and 

issues real, relevant, urgent, and actionable. Create Public Dialogue 

through these as mentioned above which also includes the complete 

range of cultural expression from video to twitter to poetry to street 

theatre. Breakthrough's 360-degree media campaign comprises of 

television and radio spots, print media, video vans, digital and social 

media like websites, blogs, facebook and twitter and mobile phones. 

Pro-bono partnerships with major advertising agencies to develop the 

campaign and with the government agencies to disseminate 

campaigns further leverage mainstream resources and create new 

audiences and stakeholders to support the issue. 

 Trains new generations of leaders in schools, neighbourhoods, and 

civil society groups to ignite change in the world around them. 

Through Leadership Development Breakthrough combines its 

mainstream communication and messaging strategy with leadership 

facilitation. It trains people from varied and diverse backgrounds and 

communities (such as youth from marginalized backgrounds, local 

leaders and opinion makers, service providers, staff of government 

agencies, teachers, health workers) to convey knowledge, share ideas 

and to reshape individual and community attitudes to VAW. The more 

intensive work done on the ground brings in new partners and gives 

depth to the media messages. Breakthrough, through its Rights 

Advocacy (RA) Training Program strengthens the ability of youth, 

community leaders and non-profit groups to become effective change 
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agents in their own domains and enable individuals to act as human 

rights promoters and defenders. 

 Develops strategic, game-changing partnerships with communities, 

governments, businesses, and entertainment leaders to reach 

maximum scale and lasting impact. 

 Cultivate grassroots community engagement to raise awareness and 

inspire action for local and global human rights issues. Mobilize 

Communities, both on the ground and virtually - Breakthrough, along 

with trained Community Based Organizations/ NGOs /Stakeholders / 

Gatekeepers, undertakes community mobilization against VAW. The 

rights-based training attempts to change the attitudes and behaviour 

of the trainee and equip them to mobilize their communities to respect 

women and prevent and combat violence. Mobilization could include 

shifting mindsets, building awareness in communities, transforming 

individuals and other actors into advocates to take action to prevent 

abuse or demand redress for a violation, or advocating for policy 

changes to facilitate the promotion of peaceful and just societies. 

Breakthrough's edutainment tools and media messages are shared by 

the trained Rights Advocates at various community events and 

forums. Online community mobilization activities include micro 

campaigns, blogs, tweets etc, encouraging greater public participation, 

especially among youth. 

 Measure the impact and share lessons learned in the broader field of 

innovations for social justice and human rights. 

 

 

Some glimpse of their work: 

 A girl named Rashmi, who lives in a small village with only one dream 

of being able to complete her education till matric. Everyone laughed 

at this but his father was the lone supporter, which is enough for her 
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to achieve her dream.  (This video was released to raise awareness 

about the importance of girl child’s education under #MyDadmyally). 

  

Watch this at: https://youtu.be/0cDn5jj_msE  

 

 Till now it has covered 7.5 million people through its video van and 

sensitised them. Breakthough runs a video van, they select a 

particular area and raise awareness regarding the various 

programmes that breakthrough is into, it also records the feedback of 

the participants.  
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 Has trained 15000 youth and community leaders, for spreading 

awareness, through their training programs to make them capable of 

raising awareness in their particular areas.  

 

 

 Reached 75000 people through community advocates for help, 

breakthrough has deployed its community advocates to help people in 

distress. This covers all the legal support to the victim.  

 

 

 240 million people are exposed to its multimedia campaign, 

breakthough’s reach is spreading very fast. It uses the multimedia 

platform to reach people through social networking websites.  



 
 
 
 
 

Page 35 of 54 
 

 

 

Achievements: 

 Making a Difference Award from Children’s Hope India (Mallika Dutt), 

New York, 2013.  

 YO DONA International Humanitarian Award (Mallika Dutt), Madrid, 

2013.  

 Avon Global Award for Excellence in Communications, 2012.  

 Games for Change Transmedia Award Nomination, 2011  

 Silver Lion, Cannes Film Festival (Bell Bajao), 2010  

 Gold and Silver at Goafest, (Bell Bajao), 2009  

 Karmaveer Puraskar: National Award for Social Justice & Citizen 

Action by the Indian Confederation of NGOs, (Mallika Dutt), 2009 A 

 merican Courage Award, Asian American Justice Center (AAJC), 

(Mallika Dutt), 2009  

 Gold Spike, Spike Asia (Ring, Ring/Bell Bajao), 2009  

 Young Achiever's Award from Advertising Club of Bombay (Bell Bajao), 

(O &M's Ryan Mendonca), 2009  

 Best Integrated Campaign of the Year, Media Abby Award at Goafest 

for Public Service, Appeals and Charity (Bell Bajao), 2009  

 Dogooder Nonprofit Award, Best Staff-Long Form Video (Death by 

Detention), 2009  
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 South Asian Media & Marketing Association (SAMMA) Trailblazer 

Award (Mallika Dutt), 2008  

 The Woman of Color, Woman of Courage Award (IUP Women's Studies 

Program) (Mallika Dutt), 2008  

 Bronze at the 41st Abby Awards in the Public Service, Appeals, and 

Charity Category (Is This Justice), 2008  

 Radio & TV Advertising Practitioner’s Association of India (RAPA) 

Award for Best Film with a Social Message (Is This Justice?), 2007  

 Clinton Global Initiative - Reducing Twin Pandemics: HIV/AIDS and 

Gender Based Violence, 2006  

 Clinton Global Initiative - Value Families Campaign, 2006  

 Award for Distinguished Service, New York University School of Law, 

BLAPA Alumni Association (Mallika Dutt), 2006  

 Link TV Award for Best Music Video (Mann ke Manjeere and Babul), 

2005  

 Best Cinematography—U Judge It! Film Festival (Mann Ke Manjeere), 

2003  

 Best Exhibition Award to Artist—Haku Shah—India Habitat Centre 

(Haman Hain Ishq), 2003 Spirit of Asian America Award—Asian 

American Federation of New York (Mallika Dutt), 2003  

 Phoenix Award—New York Asian Women’s Center (Mallika Dutt), 2002  

 Best Indipop Music Video—Screen Awards (Mann Ke Manjeere), 2001  

 National Citizen’s Award (India) for Contribution to Women & 

Development (Mallika Dutt), 2001  

 South Asian Women’s Creative Collection (SAWCC) Annual 

Achievement Award for Outstanding Contributions to the South Asian 

Community (Mallika Dutt), 2001 
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RIGHT TO REPUTATION IS COMPLEMENTARY WITH RIGHT TO LIFE: SAYS SC 

The Supreme Court in Subramanian Swamy v Union of India, in a challenge 
to Sections 499 and 500 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) recently held that 
reputation of an individual is a basic element of Article 21 and criminal 
defamation does not have a chilling effect of freedom of speech and 
expression while upholding their constitutional validity (Para 145). The 
Bench comprising of Justices Dipak Misra and PC.Pant held that the right 
to Life under Article 21 includes right to reputation. The Bench dismissed 
the Petitions filed by Subramanian Swamy, Rahul Gandhi and Arvind 
Kejriwal challenging the law relating to Criminal Defamation in India. 
Making it clear that criminal defamation law will remain the statute book, 
the bench said “reputations cannot be allowed to be sullied on the anvils of 
free speech as free speech is not absolute. Right to life and freedom of 
speech have to be mutually respected.” The judgment authored by Justice 
Dipak Misra deals with the concept of reputation in Para 23-32 and Indian 
jurisprudence on it from Para 45. In a classic case of head on collision 
between two fundamental rights, it was deemed fit by the bench to supplant 
another right i.e. right to reputation as a fundamental right to resolve the 
issue by applying the doctrine of balancing of fundamental rights using 
Article 21 both as a shield and a sword.  

 

COMPELLING HUSBAND TO LEAVE HIS PARENTS COMES UNDER CRUELTY, A 
BASIC GROUND TO SEEK DIVORCE 

Naturally, there are many legal and judicial provisions which facilitate the 
protection of the women, which has got recognition from constitutional 
jurisprudence as well. There is a gender bias in this procedure. The 
Supreme Court of India in Narendra v K. Meena decided that persistently 
forcing husband to leave his parents who are economically dependent leads 
to cruelty and is a major ground of divorce in Hindu Law under Sec 13(1) of 
the Hindu Marriage Act 1955. The Bench comprising Justice Anil R. Dave 
and Justice L. Nageswara Rao also held that levelling of absolutely false 
allegations with regard to extra-marital life and repeated threats to commit 
suicide would also amount to ‘mental cruelty’. The Court also observed that 
to suffer an allegation pertaining to one’s character of having an extra-
marital affair is quite torturous for any person – be it a husband or a wife. 
According to Sec 498(A) of IPC the wife and her parental family can charge 

Important Judgements/Case Commentaries 
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any or all members of the husband’s family on the basis of mental and 
physical cruelty but the court needs to see how genuine the case is as this 
section is cognizable, non compoundable and non bailable in nature. 

 

EQUAL RIGHTS FOR MALE AND FEMALE CHILD: SC ISSUED DIRECTIVES 

In Voluntary Health Association Vs State of Punjab, Supreme Court issued 
additional directions to curb female foeticide by effective implementation of 
the ‘The Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques Act, 1994’. The 
major issue highlighted in the petition was the increase of female foeticide, 
resultant imbalance of sex ratio and the indifference in the implementation 
of the stringent law that is in force. The Supreme Court had already issued 
several directions on 4th March, 2013 in the case of Voluntary Health 
Association of Punjab v. Union of India & Ors., expressing its concern about 
female foeticide and the reduction of sex ratio and further how the person 
who are required to involve in such awareness for stopping of female 
foeticide should equip themselves. Realizing the rise of pre-natal diagnostic 
centres in urban areas of the country using pre-natal diagnostic techniques 
for determination of sex of the foetus and that the said centres had become 
very popular and had tremendous growth, as the female child is not 
welcomed with open arms in many Indian families and the consequence that 
such centres became centres for female foeticide which affected the dignity 
and status of women, the Parliament brought in the legislation to regulate 
the use of such techniques and to provide punishment for such inhuman 
act. It is unfortunate that in an age where people are described as civilised, 
crime against “female” is committed even when the child is in the womb as 
the “female” foetus is often destroyed to prevent the birth of a female child. 
The Division Bench comprising Justices Dipak Misra and Shiva Kirti Singh 
said that it needs no special emphasis that a female child is entitled to enjoy 
equal rights as a male child. The Supreme Court has given certain directions 
regarding the same. 
 
 
SC SERVED GUIDELINES ON DROUGHT RELIEF. 
 
A two judge bench of the Supreme Court of India today has issued landmark 
guidelines for disaster/drought management. The bench comprising of 
Justices Madan B. Lokur and N.V. Ramana has issued the directions in a 
public interest litigation filed by Swaraj Abhiyan. Supreme Court in this 53-
page verdict delivered on May 11, 2016 pulled up the government over a 
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lack of preparedness for the drought which struck at least 10 states across 
the country. The apex court ordered creating a national plan to tackle the 
crisis, a disaster fund and standard procedures for declaring areas drought-
hit. The writ petition was filed in the backdrop of a declaration of drought in 
some districts or parts thereof in nine States. Drought or “semi-scarcity” has 
since been declared very recently in April 2016 in 526 villages followed by 
another 468 villages in Gujarat as well. All these States are respondents in 
this writ petition along with the Union of India. In May, the Supreme Court 
delivered a wide-ranging order to reduce the distress that consecutive years 
of drought had caused the people residing in one-third of India's 
districts.  The petitioner has also prayed that all the respondents before us 
be directed to provide to the farmers affected by drought adequate and 
timely compensation for crop loss and input subsidy for the next crop. A 
prayer has also been made for a direction to the respondents to make 
available timely payment for employment (more particularly to the drought 
affected people) under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Generation Scheme framed under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act, 2005. The Apex Court asked the Union of India 
to "provide for the future in terms of prevention, preparedness and 
mitigation. Innovative methods of water conservation, saving and utilization 
should be seriously considered.  
 

RIGHT TO LIVE WITH DIGNITY IS FOR ALL INCLUDING DISABLES: SC 
 
In the case of Jeeja Ghosh v. Union of India, a 40-year-old disability rights 
activist Jeeja Ghosh boarded a SpiceJet flight from Kolkata to Goa to attend 
an international conference aimed at addressing the systemic barriers faced 
by the disabled, she was asked to de-board the plane immediately. The 
Court awarded a sum of Rs. 10,00,000 on May, 2016 as damages to be 
payable to the petitioner for the mental and physical suffering experienced 
by her and also unreasonable discrimination against her. The Court said 
that this act was contrary to the Civil Aviation Requirements, 2008 which 
prohibits the airlines from refusing to carry a person with disability or 
person with reduced mobility. It was further said that the manner in which 
she was treated while de-boarding from the aircraft, depicts total lack of 
sensitivity on the part of the officials of the airlines. The Supreme Court 
remarked that the real reason why the disabled feel handicapped is not 
because they are looked down upon by society, but because their ability to 
realize their full potential is hampered by the inability of society to 
meaningfully assimilate them into the mainstream. The court has issued 
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certain guidelines with a hope that it can make the situation better. In a 
society where most disabled people feel as though they are trapped behind a 
locked door,  this judgment might serve as the elusive key to unlock that 
door. 
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Prof.(Dr.) Paramjit Singh Jaswal 
 

Interview By:  

Ashit Kumar Srivastava (Associate Director – Research & Publication) 

Interviewee: 

Prof.(Dr.) Paramjit Singh Jaswal 
Vice Chancellor – Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Patiala 
B.Sc | B.L (Gold Medalist), LL.B| L.L.M (Gold Medalist)| Ph.D| PDF 
(London)  
 
About Interviewee  
 
Professor (Dr.) Paramjit Singh Jaswal is a legal scholar of distinct 
personality, with a teaching experience spanning over three decades. He 
surely has a grip over every aspect of law. Currently serving as a Vice- 
Chancellor of Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law; among other 
achievements, Dr. Jaswal book on environmental law is regarded as an 
authority, both, nationally and internationally with Supreme Court has 
quoted his book thrice in their judgments. He also has been conferred with 
Honorary Rank of Colonel by the National Cadet Corps in March 2014 and 
has also been bestowed with Bharat Jyoti Award in 2006, as if now he has 
published more than 60 research papers and contributed several chapters 
in several books. In 1994 he was awarded by the UGC as the Young 
Talented Teachers.  Not only academically but also administratively Dr. 
Jaswal’s career expands over thirty years from being a Director at Punjab 
University to being a Vice Chancellor at HNLU, Dr. Jaswal career has been 
an escalating journey.  

Interview 
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His Curriculum Vitae can easily fill an entire chapter of a book, we at Pro 
Bono India are more than obliged that such a legal scholar has spared his 
valuable time for our initiative.    

  

Ashit:   Sir, what is the importance of study of Socio-Legal issues in 
legal field? 

Dr. Jaswal:  The law does not operate in vacuum, the law always operates in 
a social medium so unless we understand and we study the problem of the 
society, we cannot cull out the social-legal issues and accordingly the 
importance of law is directly related to the socio-legal issues. Law actually 
helps in regulating the human conduct or the behavior and when we talk 
about human behavior that deals with the society and all problems relating 
to society are directly or indirectly are the outcome of human behavior. 

 

Ashit: Sir, RGNUL has its own RGNUL LEGAL AID CLINICS, Sir tell us 
something  about the legal initiative taken by them? 

Dr. Jaswal: We are doing a wonderful job, we have adopted two adjoining 
villages, we are helping the villagers legally, spreading legal awareness, we 
are helping them in making their Aadhar Card, and we are not only 
providing litigate (ive) legal aid but also the preventive legal aid to them our 
doors are always open for them, so if they have any legal problems they can 
easily access us.  

      

Ashit : Sir, is this an initiative taken by the Students itself or the 
faculty helps in? 

Dr. Jaswal : Students and Faculty, there is a Legal Aid Committee, student 
members are there, we also have Para-legal volunteers, our Para-legal 
volunteer have also participated in the Lok Adalats organized by the State 
Legal Service Authority, fortunately, the Punjab Legal Service Authority has 
been very active and has been organizing the Lok Adalats. 

     

Ashit :  Sir, You being from Punjab itself, what role do you think higher 
Judiciary has played in Legal Aid and Awareness in Punjab?  

Dr. Jaswal : I don’t know whether you are aware or not, it was an initiative 
of the Punjab Higher Judiciary, the High Court in particular, about two and 
a half years ago, that law in its in simplistic sense was made a compulsory 
subject in the schools like we talk about dowry problem, we talk about 
bonded labor, we talk about honor killings, we talk about sex determination. 
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All these laws, and you will be glad to know that some Faculty members and 
with the help of some students of our University we prepared booklets and 
study material and translated them in to Punjabi language and that material 
is used by legal aid cells and authorities to help spread awareness and teach 
students in the schools, so now it is mandatory in Punjab to teach basic 
laws in the schools in simple sense. We don’t go by section, we simply tell 
what is dowry and what amounts to dowry, the basic aim is to make them 
aware about and this is how we teach about other social evils. 

 

Ashit : Sir, What Role Government has played in the legal aid and 
Awareness? 

Dr. Jaswal: Well, the government has assisted the judiciary in the 
implementation of the program, the Judiciary is not the implementing 
machinery, the Government is the implementing machinery and I would like 
to compliment the Government that it has done an excellent job as it has 
implemented whatever has been suggested by the Judiciary in Consultation 
with the National legal Service Authorities and Government has never 
contested it.  

 

Ashit : What about the Legal Aid and Awareness at the National Level? 

Dr. Jaswal: I am actually the member of NLSA (National Legal Services 
Authority) and we are framing different module, one of the module is in front 
of me right now which has been framed by my Learned Sister Manju Goel 
(Former Judge of the High Court) and this is for the training of the Para-
legal volunteers on the rights of the Senior Citizens. So, this way we are 
preparing different modules and we are imparting training to different 
components of the society the lawyers, the students, the citizens depending 
on the crust of the module and trying to provide is legal awareness.  

One of the most important outcome of NLSA effort under the leadership of 
our former Chief Justice T.S Thakur has been that a song has been 
prepared, which is actually under the production of fame director Prakash 
Jha, so if you log on to youtube, you can access it under the title ‘Ek Muthi 
Asama, Ispe Haq Hamara Bhi Hai’ 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDit5XS1Nkw) and it has been shown how 
law is trying to reach the ‘have not’ of the society.  

 

Ashit : What are your views on effectiveness of Legal Service Authority 
Act, 1987? 

Dr. Jaswal : Yes, it is very effective, in fact we had a meeting last week, 
which I could not attend but we have an all India meet now in coming week, 
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which I am come going to attend and we are also suggesting certain 
amendments in the act, where we found there are certain deficiency in the 
act. But overall, I think a very good beginning has been made by the act by 
creating Lok Adalats and other authorities;  many matrimonial disputes, 
insurance claims and many consumers claims has been settled by the legal 
aid cells; So it’s a good start.           

 

Ashit : Sir, What are your views on present situation of Public Interest 
Litigation (PIL) in India? 

Dr. Jaswal : Well, PIL has done a wonderful job in India, it started with the 
prison jurisprudence in the late 70’s then travelled to the environmental 
jurisprudence in 80’s, there has been many cases where PIL has been 
abused and there are instance where there has been Judicial Over-activism, 
but lately it has not been abused or Judicial over-activism. I think it is fairly 
used as a weapon to combat different offences. 

 

Ashit : Sir, what is your advice to the future 
lawyers/professors/scholars with regards to socio-legal issues, legal aid 
and awareness initiatives?  

Dr. Jaswal : Well, I would say any budding lawyer first of all he should not 
study the law, he should study the sociology, he should study the social 
problem, he should practically get involved with the field work, understand 
what is the root cause of the problem and then see whether there are law 
through which we can change the behavior of the human being to put an 
break on offences that are committed and if there some new law required 
then the scholar should write about it like we wrote back that there should 
be law look after senior citizen and now there is a law. I can quote a legal 
scholar Professor Upendar Baxi, Rohtika Sarkar, they were the one in  
1980’s they filed the PIL for the pity conditions of the women prisoners and 
Sheila Bharse’s another journalist and Parmanad Katara Case. So through 
the PIL and the social concern of the legal scholars, lawyers, academicians 
they have provided impetus in the growth of the law.  

 

Ashit : Sir, What is your message to Pro Bono India?  

Dr. Jaswal : Well, keep up the good work and keep spreading legal 
awareness among the masses with regard to human rights, the civilization of 
any country is known by the respect it shows to the protection of human 
rights.    
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Courting The People : The Rise of Public Interest Litigation in Post-
Emergency India (Author Anuj Bhujwania) 

By :- Ayushi Mishra (Campus Ambassador) 

The book has been written by a young mind Mr Anuj 
Bhuwania, a professor in the department of Sociology 
at South Asian University, New Delhi. The book, 
published by Cambridge University press, provides 
how the PIL became the basis of power of the 
Judiciary in India and how it became ubiquitous. In 
the opening post I will be talking about the theme of 
the book and later how this book has given an entirely 
fresh perspective to Public Interest Litigation. 

Over the last three decades, the Indian judicial system 
has emerged with the jurisprudence of PIL and the 
highest court of appeal in India, that is, Supreme 
Court of India has acquired an increasingly important 
role in India’s public discloser. During Indira Gandhi’s emergency period, 
PIL was emerged out of the contribution of Supreme Court to make up for 
its constitutional abdication. PIL began as a democratic exercise in the early 
1980’s, headed by pioneering and visionary judges, to make justice 
accessible to all the classes of Indian society, to the poorest and 
marginalised.  

This book tells the practical role played by Supreme Court in making justice 
more accessible and introducing PIL for ‘the people’. In the late 1990’s, the 
political arena and the corrupted political executives influenced the 
neoliberal Supreme Court to be drives away from the PIL’s original 
objectives, and began to cater a permanently outraged urban middle class, 
considering the issues like pollution, forest management, globalisation etc. 
Then, later in 2000’s, finally the court decided to focus on ‘good governance’, 
moving more far from the philosophy of late 1980’s. 

A legal survey, an empirical research and the study conducted by Bhuwania 
shows how the PIL grants the appellate court enormous flexibility in making 
themselves into the highest authoritative position. It focuses on PIL in the 
recent times taking the example of the city Delhi, and explains the role that 
PIL has played in reconfiguration of the city. He also talked about the 
famous Sheela Barse case (in mid-1980’s) which was about the reforms of 
prison, and how she wanted to withdraw the PIL but the court does not 
allowed her to do so and went on with the case. Later, in 1990’s the court 
itself accelerates the proceedings without the existence of public interest 
petitioner.  

Book Review 
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Although the writer doesn’t give any further argument on this as the reason 
for this is obvious. PIL has become a mechanism for those people who 
cannot move to the court on their own, whether due to poverty or due to 
personal restrain, to seek justice from the Court, which means the public 
interest petitioner is the only mediator between the court and the people 
whose interests are central to the litigation. 

In the book the writer shows that how public interest petitioner becomes an 
amicus curae(friend of court) who is often a senior, a well-established lawyer. 
The sites an example in this context, which is of a forest case, one of the 
Supreme Court’s largest PIL’s. At the hearing of this case, the indigenous 
person who was directly interested in the outcome of the PIL, was not 
allowed to make arguments, instead he was told that the interests of the all 
the people including indigenous person would be taken care by the 
petitioner or the amicus.  

The writer took an example of various PIL cases filled in Supreme Court as 
well as High Court which made the readers to understand clearly that the 
PIL is driven away by the amicus, who becomes a clearing house for 
interlocutory applications. PIL was introduced by the Supreme Court that is 
the apex court of our country to make justice access to each and every part 
of the country. The introduction of PIL gave an extraordinary power to the 
judicial system of India for making decisions on several major topics related 
to the people of the country. 

The writer further has also mentioned that the number of people interesting 
and filling the petitions not all people are heard by the court. In the 
beginning of the book itself he mentioned an incident where a writ petit\ion 
was allowed for the slum demolition.  

The harsh truth in the way of PIL is that there are around thousands of 
PIL’s which are been filled on the daily basis in different courts of India and 
the judges of those courts deny to even listen the affected people on that 
particular PIL. Not denying the fact that there are approximate thousands of 
PIL filled in the country’s different courts on the daily basis, the number of 
judges to the number of people are very less due to which not only in the 
case of PIL’s but also in all other cases people are left being unheard which 
is not justiciable. Supreme Court being the apex court of the country came 
out with the solution of PIL so that justice can be given to poor and 
marginalised people, but does the present scenario is fulfilling the aim of the 
PIL? Now, considering this situation, the main motive (as stated earlier in 
the book) of the PIL was to provide justice to each and every people living in 
the country even to the downtrodden and poor population of the country. 
But, as stated by the writer, this motive is not being fulfilled by the courts in 
the country. 

By considering all the aspects made by the writer that is, marginalisation of 
the petitioner, the position of amicus, and lastly not listening to the affected 
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party and totally depending on the amicus, the PIL cannot be considered as 
democratic or for ‘the people’ as stated in the book that during 1980’s 
Supreme Court decided to take a step for ‘the people’ and introduced PIL, 
which gave more power and belief in the judiciary of India. But, considering 
today’s scenario of the PIL it cannot held as democratic or even as a 
democratic practice. The PIL was made in the name of the people, as the 
title of the book justifies this ‘Courting the People’. The writer has 
specifically mentioned about the situation of the present judicial system and 
also talked about the elites enjoying all the rights, which is a very open 
argument that attracts the readers mind. 

The refusal to hear the interested parties is accompanied by an eschewal of 
standard rules of evidence. The writer pointed out that this method of 
refusing began from one of the landmark case in the history of PIL that is 
Bandhua Mukti Morcha vs. Union of India. This case was about the 
exploitation of workers at the stone crushing mill, in which the court 
appointed a commission to do the enquiry. The defendants denied the 
reports presented by the commission and said that this report was made ex 
parte. The CJI rejected the argument and said that the PIL is not ‘adversial’ 
litigation and is characterised by procedural flexibilities.    

Right after two decades, in the case of slum demolition, the Delhi High 
Court totally refused to hear the factual statements and the arguments. 
Relating the point, the writer shows that how PIL at different courts has 
turned out to be a bane by so many interim orders. PIL’s are being predicted 
as continuing proceedings instead of a final judgement resolving a case, 
instead the PIL is always on a continuation process by so many interim 
orders passed by the courts. Hence, the PIL is not considered to be a 
medium to reach at final judgement instead it is considered as a continuous 
process (considering what is effective - the pure judicial format). 

The combination of all the four factors, impoverished participation and a 
rejection of evident facts and arguments, yielding outcomes that often have 
catastrophic consequences. Now, the writer takes one more example of a 
Delhi Vehicular Pollution Case (a PIL dealing with pollution in Delhi). In this 
case, Supreme Court passed many interim orders, and what resulted was 
that all auto rickshaws were owned by drivers himself but after the order of 
the Supreme Court all the auto rickshaws came under the financiers and all 
the drivers were converted into the wage labourers. This shows that the 
move for resolving one aspect may lead to the change in the system as 
whole.  

The writer’s insight however takes us one step further given that the court 
has decided to adjudicate poly-centric disputes through PIL, one would 
expect it to allow each and every one to speak, and present etc., but 
unfortunately the Judiciary is moving on a different way. 
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Combining all the factors does not onlylead to bad results but also to the 
different understanding of the matters in the court. As the writer clearly 
points out that in the case of slum demolition, the rhetoric that court says is 
that ‘public land is being illegally occupied and therefore needs to be 
cleared.’ What the court is ignoring as the fact (as stated by the writer) that 
illegal occupation of land is directly attributable to the non-performance of 
the state agency, the court has completely ignored any systematic analysis 
in this case by referring previous cases and law made for slum dwellers. 

The last pages of the book take us to the main argument of the writer. The 
conception of ‘bad PIL’, ‘abuses of PIL’, is made possible just because of 
what PIL made judges to do. PIL gave all the powers to the judges and the 
judiciary because of which the important aim of the PIL was left behind 
instead it went on to some other path, exactly opposite to that path which 
was aimed while introducing it.  

Considering all the factors, opinions, discussions, my personal opinion 
regarding the book and the content therein is very positive. The way the 
writer has explained the meaning of PIL and all other aspects relating to PIL 
and the present judicial system also is very straight and easy to understand. 
As in the first few paragraphs I have already discussed about how the writer 
started his book by explaining how the Supreme Court took a major step in 
the judicial history of the country by introducing PIL which completely 
aimed at providing justice to the people. Moving on further, he discussed 
that how slowly, due to the excessive power with the judges, made PIL shift 
from its main aim. Further he talked about how the power of elites, amicus 
and other factors affected the aim and goal of PIL and PIL started moving in 
the complete opposite way. Considering all these factors, later he compared 
it with few landmark cases and judgements of PIL by which he explained 
that how judiciary is giving the judgements which is not benefiting the poor 
people, most specifically the example of slum demolition, when the law is 
made ‘for the people’ it should be exercised equally. Lastly in his book, he 
argued upon his critical analysis of the society’s situation and how the 
present Indian Judiciary is acting upon it. The main argument of this book 
was that, merely introduction of any law like PIL will not amount to justice 
unless and until it is being used in its true sense, by focusing on the aim 
and objective for the introduction of that law.   

This is a bold and open argument that definitely goes against the judicial 
and legal perspective. The book has looked into all roads of PIL and has 
given an insight to its readers as to how the PIL was introduced and how it 
is currently being seen and understood by the people at large. The writer 
has clearly stated all the points by including different example cases and 
landmark judgements which made it very easier to be understood by the 
reader. The argument put forth at the end of the book was very straight and 
open which made the book and the perspective of the writer to be easily 
understood by the readers. 
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I was, am and will be the king of democracy. Students geared up for their rights. 
Photo Courtesy :- Raj Mahajan, RTI Activist, Surat, Gujarat 

Location :- National Book Fair, RTI Stall, Surat, Gujarat 
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Applications are invited to join ProBono India as Interns & Campus 
Ambassadors. 
 
Internship  
 
Policy 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B_2SgOFKMzOvcUZTTW1EQTJvUjQ 
 
Apply here http://probono-india.in/internships.php or send an email to 
teamprobono.in@gmail.com 
 
Campus Ambassadors 
 
Policy 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B_2SgOFKMzOvdGJfLXA2S2MxVTQ 
Apply here http://probono-india.in/be-campus-ambassadors.php or send 
an email to teamprobono.in@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ProBono India is in process of creating legal aid centres directory. Kindly 
submit details here http://probono-india.in/add-legal-aid-centres.php  
 
 
 
 
 

ProBono India invites donation/sponsorship for its various legal aid, 
awareness activities and flagship events like National Legal Essay 
Competition & International Socio-Legal Film Making Competition. 
 
Please contact Dr. Kalpeshkumar L Gupta, Founder for further details. He 
can be contacted at probono.in@gmail.com & Mob. +91 99248 97691 
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